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MEETINGS OF THE HISTOEICAL SOCIETY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA, 1885. 

A stated meeting of th. Society was held on the evening of January 
12, the President, Brinton '/oxe, Esq., in the chair. 

Upon motion, the reading of the minutes was dispensed with. 

The President introduced the Eev. Goldsmith Day Carrow, D.D., who 
read a paper on " The Introduction of Methodism into the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania." 

Upon the conclusion of the address, the Hon. Thomas Greenbank 
moved that the thanks of the Society be tendered to Dr. Carrow for his 
instructive discourse, and that he be requested to furnish a copy for pres- 
ervation by the Society. 

The resolution was adopted, and, upon motion, the meeting adjourned. 

A stated meeting was held on the evening of March 9. 

In absence of the President, Samuel W. Pennypacker, Esq., was 
called to the chair. 

The minutes of the last two meetings were read and approved. 

The Chairman introduced Dr. Daniel G. Brinton, who read a discourse 
on " The Languages of the Aborigines of America, and why we should 
study them." 

Upon motion of Prof. Gregory B. Keen, the thanks of the Society were 
voted to Dr. Brinton for his learned address. (The essay will be found 
on page 15 et sequentia of this volume.) 

Mr. Frederick D. Stone, the Librarian of the Society, then rose and 
said: 

" The duty has been assigned to me of announcing to this Society the 
death of Dr. Harrison Wright, the Secretary of the Wyoming Historical 
and Geological Society. He died at Wilkes-Barre, on the 20th of Feb- 
ruary last, in the thirty-fifth year of his age. 

" To many of you present he was probably unknown, but between 
him and those actively engaged in the direction of our affairs the most 
cordial relations existed. The feeling of respect which a personal ac- 
quaintance with him at first inspired ripened into one of high esteem as 
his scholarly attainments became known, and in his death we cannot but 
feel that the community at large have met with a loss as great as the 
inexpressible grief which has befallen his friends. 

"He was born at Wilkes-Barre July 15, 1850. Through his father, 
Harrison Wright, he was descended from Quaker ancestors who settled 
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in Burlington County, N. J., in 1681. From his mother he inherited the 
blood of some of our oldest German settlers. In 1795 his great-grand- 
father, Caleb Wright, emigrated to the Valley of the North Branch of 
the Susquehanna, and in that section of our State his descendants have 
ever held prominent and influential rank. 

" Succeeding to an ample estate, it would not have been surprising 
had Dr. Wright availed himself of the privileges to which his social 
position entitled him, and contented himself with the respect which his 
gentlemanly bearing would have commanded in any community. He 
was, however, imbued with higher aims. He early manifested a love for 
learning, and pursued his studies with a perseverance characteristic of 
the two races from which he had sprung. He graduated with high 
honors at Heidelberg, Germany, from which university he received the 
degree of Doctor of Philosophy. 

" Keturning to America, he studied law and was admitted to the Bar 
in 1874. The knowledge thus gained fitted him for some of the responsi- 
bilities afterwards imposed upon him ; but the practice of the profession 
was distasteful to him, and he turned from it and the political preferment 
which his friends urged him to accept, to other pursuits in which he 
had become interested. He was an accomplished linguist, an expert 
geologist and metallurgist, and an archaeologist of great promise. 

"He devoted his time principally to the interests of the Wyoming 
Historical and Geological Society, and was elected its Secretary, and 
personally labored in the arrangement of its collections. His frank 
and open manners made him a favorite with old and young, and for 
several years he conducted an Agassiz Club of children which had been 
formed in Wilkes-Barre. 

" His scientific pursuits were not allowed to engage his entire time. 
From his youth he had been an antiquarian, and historical matters 
always interested him. His late pamphlet on the Ashburnham manu- 
scripts attracted attention on both sides of the Atlantic. His working 
abilities were of the highest order. He possessed a retentive memory, and 
untiring energy ; so general was his information that no one could talk 
long with him without perceiving that he was a hard student. He made 
no ostentatious display of learning, but when a subject with which he 
was familiar was the topic his thoroughness became soon apparent. 
His opinions were expressed with a clearness and confidence which 
impressed the listener with the attention he had given the matter. 

" Dr. Wright was a member of a number of scientific societies here and 
abroad. He was also a trustee of the Osterhout Public Library Funds, 
and, had he been spared, his experience would have added greatly in 
carrying out the object of that trust. 

" To what heights of usefulness such a man might have attained 

had he lived to a ripe age we can now but speculate. His promise 

was great, and his services in mature years would no doubt have been 

■ell that his friends fondly expected of him. But as I understand his 
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character, however brilliant his scientific and literary reputation might 
have grown, it would have given additional prominence to one feature 
which his career, blighted as it was by early death, still presents, and 
from which we may profit. I mean the example it affords to the young 
men of wealth and position in this country. His life should show them 
what opportunities for reputation and usefulness are open to those who 
have the means of making themselves thoroughly trained students, and 
who will follow unselfishly some of the higher branches of scientific or 
literary investigation. 

"Unfortunately, there are but few who choose such a course, and 
when one who has brought to it talents of a superior order is stricken 
down on the threshold, the loss is far more than a grief to his friends 
and a bereavement to his family. 

"I, therefore, Mr. President, ask that a minute expression of the 
regret with which we have heard of the death of Dr. Wright be entered 
upon our records, and a copy of it be sent to the Wyoming Historical 
and Geological Society." 

Upon motion of Dr. James J. Levick, it was 

Resolved, That the remarks of Mr. Stone be entered upon the records 
of the Society, in place of the minute he had suggested, and that a copy 
of them be forwarded to the Wyoming Historical and Geological Society, 
as expressing the respect entertained for Dr. Wright by this Society, and 
of the regret with which it has heard of his death. 

The following gentlemen were nominated by Samuel L. Smedley, 

Esq., for officers of the Society, to be balloted for at the next stated 

meeting : 

President. 

Brinton Coxe. 

Honorary Vice-President. 

Aubrey H. Smith. 

Vice-Presidents (to serve three years). 

Craig Biddle, Samuel W. Pennypacker. 

Recording Secretary. 

William Brooke Eawle. 

Corresponding Secretary. 

Gregory B. Keen. 

Treasurer. 

J. Edward Carpenter. 

Council (to serve four years). 

James T. Mitchell, Kichard L. Nicholson, 

William S. Baker. 

The meeting then adjourned. 
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A special meeting of the Society was held on the evening of March 
23, Vice-President Horatio Gates Jones, Esq., in the chair. 

The reading of the minutes was, on motion, dispensed with. 

The Chairman introduced Mr. Justin Winsor, Secretary of the Massa- 
chusetts Historical Society, who delivered 'a lecture on " Explorations 
on the American Coast during the Sixteenth Century." 

The Lecturer followed down from the time of the ancients the belief 
in the geographical theory which made the shores of Asia lie over 
against Spain. 

This theory Columbus had inherited through a long line of learned 
men, which, with the courage of his convictions, it was his mission both 
to prove and disprove. The globe of Behaim was taken as expressing 
the view held in 1492 by the advanced cosmographers, and this was 
sketched on the blackboard, so as to show the shores of Europe and Asia, 
with the untried ocean lying between. It was shown how the inadequate 
conception of the size of the globe then held served to assist in encouraging 
Columbus to his undertaking. As the Lecturer proceeded in tracing the 
voyages of Columbus and his companions, he sketched upon the board, 
in proper relations to the European parts of Behem's globe, the succes- 
sive developments of the coast lines of the new-found islands and lands. 
When, by fortuitous circumstances, the longest stretch of coast which 
had been followed became associated with the name of Vespucius, it 
dawned upon the mind of Europe that a continental extent of territory 
had been found which was not identical with any of the parts of Asia as 
Marco Polo had drawn them, and the necessity of a name for it was rec- 
ognized. This led to the making of the name America out of the fore- 
name of Vespucius, which was first applied to the Brazil coast only. 
As he told how discovery was pushed, the Lecturer drew in the shores 
which were developed, until, about 1540, it became manifest that the 
western continent stood alone, or nearly so, and the name America was 
extended to cover the whole of it. The severance of it from a supposed 
Antarctic Continent was determined when Shouten rounded Cape Horn, 
and, a hundred years later, when Behring finally disconnected it from 
Asia at the northwest. As discovery went on, longitude began to be 
better understood, the size of the globe became better appreciated, and 
the coasts of Eastern Asia, as the drawing on the blackboard showed, 
became entangled with the western shores of America. In this way the 
Asia of Marco Polo was withdrawn from the eastward by a third of the 
globe's circumference, which went to increase the distance between Spain 
and China across the new-found continent. 

Upon the conclusion of the Lecturer's remarks, it was, upon motion of 
J. Edward Carpenter, Esq., resolved that the thanks of the Society be 
tendered to Mr. Winsor for his able and instructive paper. 

A stated meeting of the Society was held on the evening of May 4, 
Vice-President Horatio Gates Jones, Esq., in the chair. 
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The minutes of the last two meetings were read and approved. 

The Eeport of the Council of the Society was read by Professor Greg- 
ory B. Keen, Secretary of the Council. After giving a detailed state- 
ment of the working of the Society for the year 1884, the Eeport closed 
as follows : 

" During the year the Society has lost by death two members whose 
names have long been associated with its history and pursuits. 

" Caspar Morris, M.D., died March 17, 1884, aged eighty years. He 
was elected a member of our Society at its first regular meeting, January 
29, 1825, and some of the early assemblies of our members took place in 
his rooms while he was a resident physician of the Pennsylvania Hos- 
pital. Of his honorable and useful professional career it is unneces- 
sary to speak here. His death leaves but one, elected at so early a date 
upon the Roll. 

" Mr. William A. Whitehead, Corresponding Secretary of the New Jer- 
sey Historical Society, died at Newark, August 8, 1884, in the seventy- 
fifth year of his age. He was one of our oldest non-resident members, 
having been elected May 24, 1847. There are few men whose memory 
should be more jealously guarded, or to whom higher honors should be 
awarded by the Historical Societies of the country than to Mr. White- 
head. A great portion of his life was generously devoted to the welfare 
of the New Jersey Historical Society, of which he was one of the 
founders. For nearly forty years he was its Corresponding Secretary, 
and with unflagging zeal sought to advance its interests. The success of 
the Society is greatly owing to his exertions, and the large manuscript 
collections in its possession attest the value of his services. In endeavor- 
ing to preserve the historical records of a neighboring Commonwealth, 
whose origin possesses so much in common with that of our own, Mr. 
Whitehead has done much to elucidate the early history of Pennsyl- 
vania, a service deserving of the deepest [acknowledgment." 

Upon motion, the report was accepted. 

Mr. Charles Roberts then read from a rare pamphlet an account of 
Pennsylvania in 1685, written by William Penn (see p. 62). 

Mr. Charles H. A. Esling read a paper upon the escape of Governor 
Wharton from Philadelphia on its occupation by the British. 

The Tellers appointed to conduct the annual election reported that the 
gentlemen nominated for officers at the last stated meeting had all been 
unanimously elected. 

A stated meeting was held on the evening of November 9, Vice-Pres- 
ident Horatio Gates Jones, Esq., in the chair. 

In the absence of the Recording Secretary, Professor Gregory B. Keen 
was chosen to act as Secretary pro tern. 

The minutes of the last meeting were read and approved. 

The Chairman introduced Charles J. Stills, LL.D., who read an ad- 
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dress on " Eeligious Tests as a Qualification for Civil Office in Provincial 
Pennsylvania" (see p. 365). Upon the conclusion of the address, on 
motion of Samuel W. Pennypacker, the thanks of the Society were voted 
to Dr. Stille. 

The Secretary announced the death of the following members of the 
Society since the last meeting : James J. Barclay, Townsend Ward, 
Francis Jordan, George L. Harrison, Moro Phillips, Sidney V. Smith, 
and Ephraim Clark. 

The meeting then adjourned. 



